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Iola Site Plan - This current map shows the county property which includes the sanatorium
complex. Modern non-contributing buildings are hatched. The section of the property which
appears to meet National Register eligibility criteria is shaded. Historic buildings associated with
the sanatorium are shaded solid. The numerical building designations shown on this map
correspond to those included in the text.
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55 Tunnel system ventilator.
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53 Building 11, Power Plant.

54 Building 11, view from east.
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51 Building 10,
former light well
and skylight.

52 Building 10,
third-floor
corridor

00100 historicassessment. 18200 . wpd

Bero Associates Architects



Iola Campus Historic Resource Evaluation December 22, 2000

49

50 Building 10, view from south.
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47 Building 8,
superintendent’s
house.

48 Building 8, kitchen

00100 historicassessment.18200.wpd

38 Bero Associates Architects



Iola Campus Historic Resource Evaluation December 22, 2000

45 Building 7, doorway cornice supported by ancones.

46 Building 7, detail of mantle at second floor lounge.
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43 Building 7, first-floor
lounge fire place.

44 Building 7, first-floor lounge, west wall.

00100 historicassessment. 1 200 wpd

6 Bero Associates Architects



Iola Campus Historic Resource Evaluation December 22, 2000

41 Building 7, east
facade.

42 Building 7, stair at
first-floor lounge.
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39 Building 7, central pavilion at west facade.

40 Building 7, north facade.
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37 Building 5, oak casework and doorway.

38 Building 7, west facade (facing East Henrietta Road).
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35 Building 5,
classroom
chalkboard at east

wing.

Building 5, oak doorway
surround.
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34 Building 5, former ward.
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31 Building 5, lobby ceiling light.

32 Building 5, auditorium at east wing, basement level.
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29 Building 5 lobby, showing added partition.

30 Building 5, vestibule public counter at lobby.
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27 Building 5, window detail.

28 Building 5, bay window.
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23 Building 5, entrance
portico.

24 Building , entrance portico.
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21 Building 5. .

-

22 Building 5, entrance walkway.
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19 Building 9, half-timbered gable at reception area.

20 Building 9, interior of east wing.
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17 Building 4, service wings at north side.

18 Building 9 from southwest.
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15 Building 4, windows
and door between patient room
and porch.

Building 4,
service
corridor.
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13 . Building 4,
reception room fireplace.

14 Building 4, enclosed porch.
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11 Building 2.

12 Building 4.
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9. Building 1, bookcases and
fireplace at lounge.

10.

Building 1, typical
six-panel door and
stair beyond.

oak
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7. Building 1, from the
southwest.
8. Building 1, first floor corridor.
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5. Building 1, from the north.

6. Building 1, main entrance.
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2. Main campus drive, looking north.
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conjunction with the construction of the new Monroe County hospital completed across East
Henrietta Road from the Iola site.

A final addition was added to the infirmary’s medical wing in 1947. During the late 1940's,
Iola maintained a staff of 250, which included many former patients, and housed an average
of 350 patients.

Between 1943 and 1945, researchers at the Trudeau Institute in Saranac Lake, New York
found the antimicrobial agent streptomycin had an inhibiting effect on the tubercle bacillus.
In 1952 a second drug, isoniazid, was discovered.’® As effective chemical treatments became
widely available in the 1950s, the number of patients at the sanatorium declined dramatically.
A phased closure of the facility was completed in 1964, when the sanatorium’s last patients
were transferred to the state tuberculosis facility at Mount Morris.

A debate over the future use of the facility began in the Monroe County Board of Supervisors
before the tuberculosis facility closed its doors. Beginning in the mid 1960s, most of the
existing buildings on the site were converted to office space and storage areas for county
departments. The less easily adaptable administration and infirmary buildings were left
vacant. Early in the 1970s the County began to develop the southern undeveloped potion of
the Iola property. The first building constructed was the Children’s Detention Center located
at the base of the slope just east of the former Children’s Building. During the 1980s several
large public works buildings, including the Pure Waters Operations and Storage Facility and
the County Fleet Maintenance Garage were built on the site of the former waste water
treatment facility. In 1975 the Administration Building was demolished and the area it
occupied was converted to parking serving the county offices located in the former
Children’s Building. The Infirmary was demolished in 1982. In 1999 Monroe County, citing
high maintenance costs and the desire to consolidate county offices, relocated the county
departments housed at the site to leased space in downtown Rochester.

“Philip L. Gallos. 1985. Cure Cottages of Saranac Lake, Architecture and History
of a Pionéer Health Resort.
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In 1914 school classes were begun on the campus. Classes were originally held in two tents
furnished by Mr. and Mrs. William Bausch. Four years later, the campus underwent a major
expansion. The three-story Infirmary was built near the center of the site and increased the
sanatorium’s capacity to 200 patients. At the same time, a service wing was added to the
north side of the administration building to provide kitchen and dining facilities. A short
time later, a large one-story surgical wing was added to the north side of the infirmary.

Although the Iola campus was developed incrementally, its design followed the informal
style of campus planning which was popular during the first half of the twentieth century. In
the United States a tradition of campus design had evolved incorporating free-standing
buildings, loosely organized in an open park-like landscape, set apart from densely settled
areas, and constituting a community in itself. These campuses often incorporated several
design influences including Classical formality, residential scale and the American preference
for naturalesque landscape design. At Iola the result is eclectic Classical buildings set within
a park." '

The growth of the number of tuberculosis cases required continued expansion of the
sanatorium. By the mid 1920s the facility was treating nearly 600 patients a year. As the
facility grew the original leach field was replaced by a small waste water treatment plant,
located on county land south of the complex, just north of the Erie Canal. The now-
demolished sewage plant was expanded over the years to serve the expanding sanatorium and
the new Monroe County Community Hospital constructed across the street. The plant
operated until the 1970's. In 1924 the Service Building containing a garage at grade level and
housing for children and male staff was built along the west side of the site. The adjacent
Superintendent’s house was built the same year. In 1926 the County Board of Supervisors
began considering a capital improvements project intended to increase the capacity of the
facility from 292 to 416 patients. The project included improvements to the power plant, a
system of utility tunnels, a 200 patient children’s facility, a nurse’s home for sixty, and
improvements to the existing service facilities to meet the increased patient load.

The 1926 children’s building was designed by Horace T. Hatton (d. 1943) who was born in
Camden, New Jersey and came to Rochester in 1890. He trained at the Frank Institute
Drawing School in Philadelphia and began his architectural practice in the office of Stephen
Button, also in Philadelphia. Hatton moved frequently to offices in several states. While in
the office of C. R. Percival of Buffalo, he was advised to come to Rochester to see J. Foster
Warner. He worked for Warner for thirteen years until 1906. At that time, he entered
independent practice and attempted to sell small house plans through national advertisements.
Most of his work was residential.'?

The Design of the sprawling Children’s Building used the Georgian Revival style which was

"1Sir Banister Fletcher’s A History of Architecture. page1400

"Joni L. Mack. “City of Rochester Historic Resources Survey.”
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The New York State, Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation has deemed the
Iola Sanatorium complex eligible for listing on the State and National Registers for Historic
Places®. Possessing a high level of integrity of design and setting’, the Iola Sanatorium is
significant under National Register Criteria A for its association with the history of American
 medicine and the national trend of tuberculosis sanatorium development which flourished
during the first half of the twentieth century. The Iola complex is also significant under
National Register Criteria C as a representation of early twentieth-century institutional
architecture and campus design. The campus buildings represent significant work of several
well-known early twentieth-century Rochester architects including Charles F. Crandall,
Horace T. Hatton, and Siegmund Firestone.

Historic OVERVIEW

In 1882, Dr. Robert Koch, a German researcher, isolated the tubercle bacillus, the causative .
agent of tuberculosis. With the cause identified, the mode of transmission of the disease

- became clear and hygienic steps to thwart transmission could be implemented. Several years "
later Doctor Edward Livingston Trudeau popularized the “fresh air cure” for treatment of the
disease at Saranac Lake in the Adirondack Mountains.? The fresh air cure required exposure
to outdoor air, a proper diet, and plenty of rest. Trudeau’s method was widely adopted.and
by the early twentieth century, sanatoria for the treatment, of tuberculosis had been
established across the nation.

In Monroe County the growing number of tuberculosis cases at the local hospitals during the
first decade of the twentieth century led to the effort by the County Board of Supervisors to
establish a sanatorium for tuberculosis treatment. The Board of Supervisors engaged in a
protracted debate to determine whether the facility should be operated by the County or the

$The Iola Sanatorium complex has been evaluated by the Field Services Bureau of the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. The complex,
including the nine historic buildings, was deemed eligible on December 11, 1992.

"Integrity is defined by the National Park Service in “National Register Bulletin 16A”
as the “authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical
" characteristics that existed during the property’s historic period.” A “high level of integrity”
is a prerequisite for National Register Listing.

Philip L. Gallos. 1985. Cure Cottages of Saranac Lake, Architecture and History of
a Pioneer Health Resort. (Saranac Lake, NY: Historic Saranac.)
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was the two-andbne—half—stofy, wood frame and brick, gable-roof, Craftsman style,
administration building, which was demolished in 1975.

One of the larger buildings on the site was the circa 1915 Infirmary. This three-story, steel
{ramed, brick-clad infirmary was demolished in 1985. The architect of the infirmary is
unknown but plans indicate additions made to it in 1925 and 1927 were designed by
Siegmund Firestone.

00100.march revision.historicassessment. 06501 .wpd
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SERVICE BUILDING (Building 10)

The service building, located immediately south of the superintendent’s house, along East
Henrietta Road was built in 1924. This Classical Revival steel-frame three-story building has
concrete block exterior walls faced with buff-color brick [50]. The building has a simple
utilitarian design. Decorative detailing is limited to a cast stone classically inspired cornice
and parapet, a projecting center pavilion at the nérth and south facades, cast stone sills and
projecting corner bricks which simulate quoins. Fenestration consists of single, paired, or
tripartite six-over-one wood double-hung sash.

The building was designed with the ground floor serving as a garage, one floor housing
children, and one floor housing male staff. Square in plan, the top floor of the building is
organized around a central light well. The light well has been roofed over [51]. Originally a
skylight at the base of the light well brought additional light into the center of the second
floor. The top two floors retain original naturally finished oak doors and casings [52]. Most
doors are equipped with hopper transoms to facilitate patient room ventilation.

POWER PLANT (Building 11)

The first powerhouse at the site was constructed sometime before 1920. Siegmund Firestone
designed a new power plant to serve the Jola campus as well as the Monroe Community
Hospital in 1930. Although the current facility may Incorporate portions of the older
structure, the plant’s primary stylistic characteristics represent the 1930 construction date
[53].

The 1930 section of the plant consists of a 150 foot tall smokestack, a tile cylindrical elevated
coal hopper, and a two-part rectangular building constructed with buff colored brick. The
three-bay south section of the building is four stories tall and is articulated with buttresses
and finned cast stone decorative panels. At the parapet, the bay divisions are marked by fin-
like Art Deco cast stone ornamental panels. The north section is a story lower and has
narrower bays. In each bay the windows become progressively smaller and narrower with
each increasing story. A corbeled brick cornice extends around both sections of the building
at the level of the second story. Together the buttresses and fenestration pattern give the
street facade of the power plant a distinctively fortress-like appearance.

To the north and east of the original section of the plant are several wings dating from the
second half of the twentieth century [54]. During the last three decades the power plant was
modernized and expanded The facility currently contains four boilers serving the Iola
complex, the Monroe Community College campus and the Monroe County Department of
Social Services Building at 111 Westfall Road. The wings lack the decorative work of the
original building and have a variety of fenestration and exhaust outlets. Adjacent to the stack

00100.march revision historicassessment.0650 1. wpd
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acoustical suspended ceilings and the original oak doors and casings have been replaced with
steel frames and doors. Nonetheless a few significant period finishes and features remain. At
a classroom in the north end of the east wing are oak cabinets with glass multi-light doors,
vertically sliding slate chalkboards, and a terrazzo floor and base [35]. Connecting a corridor
to the room adjacent to the above described classroom is an oak door surround including two-
light hopper transoms, six-light sidelights, and six-light double doors [36]. At the southeast
corner of the same wing an office retains a row of recessed quarter-sawn oak bookcases with
six-light glass doors and turn-latch hardware [37].

STAFF HOME (Building 7)

The last structure to be built at the Iola complex was the 1931 Beaux Arts building at the
southeast corner of Westfall and East Henrietta Roads, designed by Siegmund Firestone.
This symmetrical 2-story brick E-shaped building has three, three-bay pavilions projecting
toward East Henrietta Road [38]. The red brick exterior walls of the building are articulated
by cast stone quoins, string courses, cornice and parapet coping. The building’s regular and
symmetrical fenestration consists primarily of steel twenty-light windows. Each window unit
incorporates operable casement and hopper sashes. The window openings have splayed brick
lintels with cast stone keystones and cast stone sills. The rooftop parapet incorporates a
variety of panel treatments including cast stone panels embellished with urns, garlands, or
shields in low relief. Sitting on the parapet at the building’s corners are cast stone urns.

The primary feature of the East Henrietta Road facade is the hip-roof, two-and-one-half-story,
three-bay central pavilion [39]. The building’s main entrance is centered in the facade of the
central pavilion. The entrance is set within a cast stone swan’s neck pediment surround. At
each side of the entrance cast panels, depicting a stage coach and horses, are located between,
and are aligned with first- and second-floor windows. The steeply pitched roof is clad with
standing-seam copper. On the slope facing East Henrietta Road are three copper-clad Half-
round dormers containing fixed multi-light sash. A flag pole is mounted at the center of the
roof ridge. An exterior chimney on the south wall of this pavilion continues as two
individual brick octagonal flues above the roof line. Each flue has a cast stone cap and a
chimney pot. ~

Each of the two end pavilions facing East Henrietta Road has a cast stone entablature with a
projecting cornice. The front facades of the pavilions are decorated with Beaux Arts cast
stone panels. One panel depicts a caduceus, the symbol of the medical profession. At the
front facade of each pavilion is a half-round doorway incorporating a glass transom and a
brick arch with cast stone keystone. On the interior sides of these two pavilions, facing the
central pavilion, are copper standing-seam metal hip-roof entry porches supported by
decorative steel posts. The building’s ori ginal six-panel wood doors have been replaced with
flush steel doors. At both the north and south ends of the building are projecting 2-story sun
porches [40].

00100.march revision.historicassessment.06501 wpd
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story service wings project from the back (northwest) side of the building. The interior
consists of a central reception room located between two wings of patient housing, with a
“service corridor running along the northwest side of the building. Like buildings 2 and 4, the
reception area is a large square room dominated by a large projecting fireplace. The interior
has been altered by the removal of partitions in the former patient areas [20]. The exterior of
the building has been altered by the installation of a wood sectional overhead garage door at
the end of the southwest porch.

CHILDREN’S BUILDING (Building 5)

This sprawling symmetrical Georgian Revival building is the largest remaining building at
the Iola complex [21]. The building was designed by Rochester architect Horace T. Hatton as
a children’s treatment facility. The three-story steel-frame structure was constructed in 1927.
The building’s exterior walls are constructed with concrete block with a red brick veneer.
The basement story of the building at the front of the building is clad with cast stone. Cast
stone is also used for the entablature, coping, sills, keystones, and pilasters. The building’s
fenestration consists of regularly spaced 6'-8" high multi-light double-hung wood windows
with steel angle lintels.

The building is oriented perpendicular to the old main entrance drive and is sited on a slope
50 the basement opens at grade on the southeast side. As constructed, the main entrance of
the building was located on axis with the main entrance of the now demolished
Administration Building. The semicircular island which contained the Administration
building is now a parking lot. A concrete walk with concrete stairs leads down a small slope
from the old roadway (now a parking lot) to the building’s main entrance [22]. Atthe
midpoint of the entrance walk is a circular shaped terrace with cast stone benches, contoured
to follow the circular shape of the terrace. The terrace was originally lit by four fluted cast
iron light poles with translucent acorn style globes. Two of the poles remain.

The primary facade of this symmetrical Georgian Revival building is dominated by a
projecting two-story, thirteen-bay main block with a shallow recessed seven-bay, two-story
portico [23, 24]. The portico is supported by brick piers. The piers have cast stone pilasters
applied to the front faces and cast stone foliated capitals. The frieze of the entablature
contains Adamesque elliptical fan reliefs located above the portico pilasters. At the exterior
wall behind the portico is a row of elliptical-arch openings. Within each opening is an eight-
over-eight double-hung window set within a stucco surface. At the center arch, the entrance
door has an Adam style wood surround, including a fan relief. The original wood door has
been replaced with an aluminum and glass entrance system. The cast stone roof parapet
located above the portico is constructed with open panels filled with decorative steel grilles.
Above the end pavilions, the rooftop parapet is constructed of brick with cast stone trim and
swag relief panels aligned with the windows below. Two rooftop penthouses, with Bull’s
Eye windows at the front wall, align with the end bays of the portico below. The penthouses®
pyramidal standing seam metal roofs are modern additions.

00100.march revision.historicassessment.06501 .wpd
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lined with an allée’ of mature sycamore trees [4], curbing and sidewalks, provided a formal
entrance to the complex. Originally the sanatorium administration building was located in a
semicircular island at the intersection of the entrance drive and the complex’s primary road.
Today, the entrance drive is sealed off at the street, but the trees, curbing, and sidewalks
remain and it remains one of the site’s most distinctive landscape elements.

Although the physical appearance of the campus has been altered by the addition of parking
lots, minor roadway realignments, and the development of the open land to the south and
east, it retains its park-like character.

NURSES’ HOME (Building 1)

This symmetrical masonry T-plan, thirteen-by-three-bay, three-story, brick, Neoclassical
Nurse’s building, located at 375 Westfall Road, was built in 1927 [5]. The building was
designed by Rochester architects Siegmund Firestone and Joseph P. F lynn. The building is
sited on a slope, allowing the basement to open to grade at the rear. The red brick cladding is
accented with a cast stone belt course at the second-floor level and a cast stone entablature
embellished with dentils and modillions. The building’s fenestration is regular and
symmetrical. The original wood double-hung six-over-nine windows have been replaced by
black fixed-light aluminum window units. The window openings have splayed brick lintels
and cast stone sills.

The front facade is dominated by a projecting tetrastyle temple-front pavilion featuring two-
story brick pilasters with cast stone bases and Ionic capitals and a pediment containing an
oval window at the tympanum [6]. The pilasters are elevated above the first floor. The
elliptical-arch main entrance is located at the base of the temple-front pavilion. The original
six-panel wood door with a leaded fanlight and sidelights has been replaced with a modern
aluminum entrance system.

A second entrance, located in the south wall of the main block has a surround of cast stone
and a console-supported cornice. At the center of the rear, projects a four-story (due to the
grade change) four-bay-by-three-bay wing. At the first, second and third floors a sun porch is
located at the south end of the wing [7].

The interiors of the first, second and third floors consist of uniform sized rooms located off
straight corridors running the length of the building [8]. The building retains a high level of
interior integrity. At the basement is a small auditorium with terrazzo floor, stage and double
six-light doors. On the first floor at the east end of the main wing is a former lounge
featuring pilasters, a beamed ceiling, gas fireplace with an oak mantel, and symmetrical
leaded oak bookcases located at either side of the fireplace [9]. The entrance vestibule

Anallée is a landscaping device consisting a straight roadway or path lined on both
sides by regularly spaced trees. :
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DEscripTiON?

The former campus of the Monroe County Tuberculosis (Iola) Sanatorium is located at the
southeast corner of Westfall and East Henrietta Roads in the southeast quadrant of the City of
Rochester. The complex consists of nine buildings constructed between 1911 and 1931 as a
residential and out-patient treatment center for persons suffering from tuberculosis. The
buildings of the complex represent the Neoclassical, Georgian Revival, Craftsman, Art Deco
and Beaux Arts architectural styles.

Although the sanatorium complex is located on an approximately sixty-five-acre parcel of
land owned by Monroe County, the extent of the historic resource is limited to the
approximately twenty-acre triangular area occupying a plateau in the extreme northwest
corner of the site. This portion of the property includes the bulk of the original sanatorium
campus, significant landscape features, and all of the remaining historic buildings. The
geographical limits of the historic resource are defined by Westfall Road on the north, East
Henrietta Road on the west, and a diagonal line following the base of the hill on the
southeast. The boundaries for the significant portion of the property are shown on the
property site plan located at the beginning of the report.

The campus is bounded on the north by a circa 1960 apartment complex, to the west, across
East Henrietta Road, is Monroe Community Hospital, built 1930-32 and designed by one of
the major architects of Iola, Siegmund Firestone. The Town of Brighton abuts the south and
east sides of the site. To the south and east of the sanatorium’s formal campus are an
additional fifty acres of land owned by Monroe County. The eastern portion of this land was
acquired by the County in the last quarter of the twentieth century and has no historic
association with the sanatorium. The remaining land was historically part of the sanitorium
parcel] but was never developed with the walks, landscaping or buildings associated with the
formal complex on the plateau to the northwest. At different times, the sanatorium’s waste
water treatment plant, leach field, a chicken coop, and vegetable gardens were located on
portions of this land. Beginning in the 1960s, Monroe County began constructing facilities
for various county agencies. Currently the site contains storage buildings, the county fleet
maintenance garage, a children’s detention facility, parking lots, roadways, and the Pure
Waters operations and storage facility. This area is not eligible for National Register listing
and is excluded from this report because it has been compromised by modern construction.

*Note: The text is keyed to photographs beginning on page 15. The photographs are
indexed by number. Within the text, the photograph numbers are indicated by paired
brackets, for example [3].
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Monroe County TUBERCULOSIS 10LA) SANATORIUM
/

INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The goals of this report are to document the history and architectural features of the Iola
Sanatorium campus and to evaluate the historic and or architectural significance of the
complex and its components.

METHODOLOGY

To determine the significance of the complex, Bero Associates staff visited the site, inspected
the buildings and their context, identified their architectural features, and researched their
history. The complex was then evaluated by applying the National Register eligibility
criteria.

The National Register of Historic Places has become the most widely used and recognized
tool for assessing historic and architectural resources. Properties that are more than fifty
years old, retain a sufficient level of integrity, and possess architectural or historical
importance are eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. To ensure a
standardized method for determining significance, the National Park Service has developed
the following Criteria for Evaluation':

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is
present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and: '

1. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

2. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

3. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or

that represent the work of master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose individual components may Jack distinction; or
4, That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Listing a property on the National Register requires an extensive documentation and approval
process. If a property is not listed but appears to meet the eligibility criteria, it may be
referred to as “potentially eligible.” The actual determination of a property’s eligibility status
is made by the regional National Register representative of the New York State Department
of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation, Field Services Bureau (FSB). If FSB staff

'Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Part 60
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